
“As you become more clear 
about who you really are, 

you’ll be better able to 
decide what’s best for you—

the first time around.”
Oprah

maven
sage 

explorer
pilot

brilliant
professor

gem
inspiration

idealist
hopeful

leader
master

bff
coach

charismatic
correspondent

world changer
educator

heroine
laurel

rebel
critic

original
luminary

Brand mastery

You’re a seeker of truth and understanding.
You’re constantly learning, and people flock to you 
for advice and counsel. You’re a fountainhead of 
knowledge and respected in your area of expertise.

Because of your treasure trove of knowledge, you
see patterns and are highly discerning and intuitive.

Get to know the sound of your own inner voice. Be 
magnificent. Be creative. Be bold.

MAJOR ARCHETYPE

maven 1
Empowering
Truth-Seeking
Curious
Diligent
Wise

Emotionally Intelligent
Aware
Enthusiastic
Respected

Key Attributes:
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A guide through and through. Your passion is to share what you know with 

others. As soon as you learn something new, you can’t wait to show a friend. 

You’re respected and a source of knowledge for everyone around you. A TED 

Talk is in your future.

maven mavenx x

You believe the best way to make a positive impact on the future is to instruct 

those who are a part of it. As a result, you’re an active participant in educating 

the next generation. You use practical yet innovative teaching methods to 

maximize the results of your instruction.

Your brand mastery Your brand mastery
educatorsage

world changer

You are powerful because you are: 

• Wise

• Astute

• Awe-inspiring

• A confident presenter

• A lifelong learner

Work it...

Get inspired by these kindred brands: 

NPR, TED Talks
Own it...

Amplify your strengths:

Utilize social media to reach a wider audience and share 

your tips and knowledge.

Bring it...

You are powerful because you are: 

• Optimistic

• Innovative

• Faithful

• Learned

• Good at explaining concepts in a digestible way

Work it...

Get inspired by these kindred brands:

Maria Montessori, Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation
Own it...

Amplify your strengths:

Using the latest technology can help propel your 

knowledge to a wider audience. Also, find techniques 

to keep your audience fully engaged. Make an impact 

today and every day.

Bring it...

maven
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You’re committed to educating others because of the positive way in which 

you view the future. You’ve realized that the more people you enlighten, the 

more your energy will be spread throughout the world.

Your brand mastery

You are powerful because you are: 

• Optimistic

• A part of something bigger than yourself

• Willing to share knowledge with the world

• Someone who knows that people have different 

learning styles

• Empathetic and gentle

Work it...

Get inspired by these kindred brands: 

Jackie O, Emily Dickinson 

Own it...
Amplify your strengths:

Your messages should always be positive and 

encouraging, which will persuade your followers to 

pay attention.

Bring it...
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Charting a course to assist others in their journey for knowledge is a key 

driver for you. You’re inspired by the pursuit and exploration of wisdom. You 

experience life and share what you know.

Your brand mastery

You are powerful because you are: 

• Someone who gets your knowledge firsthand and 

not exclusively through books

• One who explores learning through sen-

sory experiences

• Excited about the unfolding of the future

• Boldly inquisitive

Work it...

Get inspired by these kindred brands:

Amelia Earhart, Travel Channel

Own it...
Amplify your strengths:

Enhance your knowledge by using all of your five senses. 

Dive into neurolinguistic programming and see if you’re a 

kinesthetic, visual, or auditory learner.

Bring it...

pilot
maven explorerX

hopeful
maven idealistX
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You’re an authentic role model for others. People are naturally attracted 

to you for your strength and confidence. You’re a fantastic leader, and 

your can-do attitude and accomplishments are attributes others would 

like to emulate.

Your brand mastery

You are powerful because you are: 

• Uplifting

• Fearless

• Passionate

• Gifted

• A leader by example

Work it...

Get inspired by these kindred brands: 

Maya Angelou, Toni Morrison 
Own it...

Amplify your strengths:

Carefully figure out what message you would like to 

share with others. Live that and be vocal about it. You 

inspire others with your boldness and willingness to 

speak out about causes greater than yourself.

Bring it...
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Through your life experiences, studies, and observations, you have become 

an expert in your chosen passion. People consistently come to you for your 

expertise.

Your brand mastery

You are powerful because you are: 

• Eager to spread your knowledge

• Composed

• Confident

• A virtuoso in your field

• Proficient

Work it...

Get inspired by these kindred brands:

MasterClass, Lynda Weinman
Own it...

Amplify your strengths:

Start a podcast, blog, or online class to share your 

wealth of knowledge with others. People are interested in 

learning from you.

Bring it...

master
maven leaderX

laurel
maven heroineX



30

Nerds rule! Your passion for teaching is equal to your desire to soak up 

knowledge as you go. You’re studious and focused on your area of expertise. 

Your learning never stops as you are always trying to master the subject.

Your brand mastery

You are powerful because you are: 

• Analytical

• Tuned in

• Focused on the project at hand

• Always questioning and pursuing answers

• Passionate about teaching others what you know

Work it...

Get inspired by these kindred brands:

The New Yorker, Psychology Today
Own it...

Amplify your strengths:

Your trick is to get everything in your head out to others 

in a clear, digestible, step-by-step format. Remember, 

you might know it, but you can’t assume that others do, 

too.

Bring it...
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For you, honesty is the best policy. You tell it like it is and you rarely censor 

yourself when sharing with others. You believe everyone has the right to know 

the truth, and you are vigilant in communicating that.

Your brand mastery

You are powerful because you are: 

• Candid

• Versed

• Constructive

• Virtuous

• Unconventional

Work it...

Get inspired by these kindred brands:

Tarana Burke, Katharine Hepburn
Own it...

Amplify your strengths:

Not every truthful scenario is the same. Be mindful of 

others’ thoughts and feelings when spilling your advice 

and comments. Steer clear of the negative and always 

make sure you provide critiques wrapped in a positive 

tone.

Bring it...

professor
maven brilliantX

critic
maven rebelX
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Perched high upon the mountain, you are the one people seek for answers. 

Your spiritual guidance is always calm and not pushy. There is truth and 

wisdom in you.

Your brand mastery

You are powerful because you are: 

• Intuitive

• Amicable

• Honest

• Equitable

• Trustworthy

Work it...

Get inspired by these kindred brands: 

Rachel Hollis, Marie Forleo
Own it...

Amplify your strengths:

You know how to give great advice and you’re able to 

see patterns of behavior in others because you’ve lived 

it yourself. You organize information in a friendly and 

authentic way that allows people to effortlessly embrace 

and understand it.

Bring it...
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You’re the one others seek based on your prowess and past successes. Others 

want to learn how you did what you did and follow carefully in your footsteps. 

You encourage others to reach for the best within themselves.

Your brand mastery

You are powerful because you are: 

• Energized to help others

• Willing to pay it forward by sharing your experiences

• Emotionally intelligent

• One who can envision someone’s potential to be 

the best

Work it...

Get inspired by these kindred brands:

Oprah Winfrey, Diane Sawyer
Own it...

Amplify your strengths:

Amid the chaos of life, learn to sit still so you can feel the 

sparks of knowledge and inspiration deep within. When 

you’re mindful, you can capture these sparks. The end 

goal? Share them with others.

Bring it...

coach
maven bffX

inspiration
maven gemX
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You’re a true artist who looks for ways to enlighten others through your 

creativity. People pursue you for your imagination and vision. Your unique take 

on the world is invaluable.

Your brand mastery

You are powerful because you are: 

• Inventive

• Quick to discern and teach new concepts

• Energetic

• Respected in your field

• Spunky

Work it...

Get inspired by these kindred brands: 

Diana Vreeland, Anna Wintour
Own it...

Amplify your strengths:

You are full of amazing ideas that others value 

tremendously. Be sure to share your thoughts widely 

through multiple mediums.

Bring it...
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You know a lot of stuff. Not only do you know it, but you’re able to break 

knowledge up into small pieces that everyone can understand. Your 

personable demeanor allows others to engage with you and learn.

Your brand mastery

You are powerful because you are: 

• Enthusiastic

• Fun

• Able to simplify any material for others

• Talkative

• Eloquent

Work it...

Get inspired by these kindred brands:

Maria Shriver, Gayle King
Own it...

Amplify your strengths:

Don’t copy other people’s style. Be confident in being 

you. Your effervescent style will automatically attract the 

right audience to you. Keep at it. Don’t give up if you don’t 

get results right away.

Bring it...

luminary
maven originalX

correspondent
maven charismaticX
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Why we think Lauren is the perfect Maven:
If you hope to be the stylist to the stars, you need to bring your creative A 
game to the office every day. Lauren brings her It-girl fashion sense to women 
around the world. She is the CEO of School of Style, which teaches others how 
to break into the personal stylist business. She was voted by YouTube as a  
#WomenToWatch for her videos and courses that help women find their 
personal style. She is here to educate the world and share her knowledge of 
style to all. She is a Coach and Laurel of style.

What branding tips would you give to a female founder? 
Get very clear on who you are serving first. All of my branding fell perfectly  
into place after I clearly defined my ideal client. Solid branding made it easier 
to communicate and connect with my clients, which ultimately resulted in 
more sales.

Also, you can’t fake the funk, especially if you’re the face of your brand. There is 
a lot of pressure to follow branding trends and to take on the persona of other 
influential people. Don’t do it! People are smart; they can see right through it. 
Be true to yourself and your mission because people are eager to be served 
by someone just like you.

What habits keep you on track? 
The more successful I become in business, the more I realize how important  
it is to have a regular morning routine. I wake up around 5 a.m., meditate,  
read or listen to something inspiring, and work out. All of those activities are 
non-negotiable because they set my day up for success.

Another habit I practice is to go outside of my comfort zone regularly. If I’m too 
comfy and cozy, that means I’m not changing and growing. A little discomfort 
won’t kill you.

What’s the best piece of advice you would give to an entrepreneur?
Focus, be patient, and don’t give up too soon. I’ve worked with thousands of 
young women who aspire to quit their day jobs in pursuit of their passion for 
entrepreneurship. The biggest mistake I see them make is throwing in the 
towel too soon because their idea didn’t get them rich right away. Your big 
break is coming; you have to stay the course.

IRL  influenceHer
Lauren 
Messiah
Founder, School of Style
@laurenmessiah
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